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future. Budget cuts alone will not restore our
vitality. I believe strongly that NASA and the
space station program represent important
investments in that future and that these in-
vestments will yield benefits in medical re-
search, aerospace, and other critical tech-
nology areas. As well, the space station is a
model of peaceful international cooperation,
offering a vision of the new world in which
confrontation has been replaced with co-
operation.

In making this announcement today, I
want to recognize the extraordinary efforts
of all those involved. Vice President Gore
and Dr. Gibbons assembled an outstanding
team of experts, led by Dr. Charles Vest,
president of MIT, who assessed several cost-
saving options prepared by NASA. This re-
view included not only the design of the
space station but also the structure and man-
agement of NASA itself. Their work and the
work of all those at NASA involved in this
project has been invaluable.

Statement on Senate Action on
Campaign Finance Reform
Legislation
June 17, 1993

Today’s vote is a victory for the American
people and a setback for the special interests.
Government will only serve the middle class
if Washington works for the national interest
and not narrow interests. By breaking the fili-
buster and overwhelmingly passing campaign
finance reform legislation, the Senate has an-
swered the call for change. This legislation’s
sponsors and supporters deserve our grati-
tude.

This bill will end the days when candidates
could crush their opponents with unan-
swered spending by setting voluntary spend-
ing limits for candidates. It severely limits
PAC’s and bans contributions from lobbyists
to the lawmakers they contact. It ends the
abuses of the ‘‘soft money’’ system. I con-
tinue to believe that we should do more to
open up the airwaves to candidates. But all
in all, this legislation is comprehensive, real
reform.

The process of political reform should now
move forward quickly. I urge the House of

Representatives to enact the strongest pos-
sible legislation. Previous Presidents have
blocked and even vetoed political reform. I
look forward to signing it.

Statement on the Voting Rights Act
June 17, 1993

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 has been
a topic of substantial discussion in recent
days. I want to make absolutely clear my full
support for the act.

The Voting Rights Act is central to our Na-
tion’s efforts to eradicate racial discrimina-
tion and secure equal opportunity for all
Americans. As I said last month upon signing
the motor voter bill, the Voting Rights Act
is part of a great tradition of laws that have
widened the circle of liberty to encompass
more and more of our citizens. This adminis-
tration remains unwavering in its commit-
ment to effective enforcement of the act and
the Nation’s other civil rights laws.

The Voting Rights Act was adopted to give
reality to the 15th amendment’s guarantee
of the right to vote, the most basic right of
a democracy. When first adopted in 1965,
the act responded to long-entrenched bar-
riers that systematically denied voting rights
to African-Americans. As more subtle forms
of disenfranchisement came to be employed,
the Congress, with bipartisan agreement,
strengthened and extended the Voting Rights
Act in 1982. The Voting Rights Act offers
two major protections: It imposes a nation-
wide prohibition of any electoral process that
results in discrimination, and requires that
certain specially covered jurisdictions obtain
administrative or judicial preclearance before
implementing voting changes.

I fully and enthusiastically support Attor-
ney General Janet Reno, and the attorneys
of the Civil Rights Division of the Depart-
ment of Justice, in their efforts to enforce
vigorously the Voting Rights Act. Where the
Voting Rights Act is violated, this administra-
tion will continue, as it has in pending Su-
preme Court litigation in which the Depart-
ment of Justice has filed briefs, to seek effec-
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tive relief by applying the full range of rem-
edies available under law, including remedies
that have previously been employed by the
Department of Justice or approved by the
courts. I also look forward to working with
Attorney General Reno and Members of
Congress to enact legislation, as needed, to
clarify and reinforce the protections of the
Voting Rights Act.

In 1965, President Johnson hailed the Vot-
ing Rights Act as ‘‘a triumph for freedom as
huge as any victory that has ever been won
on any battlefield.’’ Effective enforcement of
the Voting Rights Act will allow us to con-
tinue that triumph. Inclusion of all Ameri-
cans in the political process is necessary if
we are to work together as communities,
States, and a Nation to address the difficult
challenges that confront us all.

Remarks on the Nomination of Doris
Meissner To Be INS Commissioner
and an Exchange With Reporters
June 18, 1993

The President. Thank you all very much
for coming. I want to say a special word of
thanks to the Members of Congress who are
here from both parties, demonstrating a
strong bipartisan interest in the subject of
immigration. I also want to recognize Admi-
ral John Kime, the Commandant of the Coast
Guard, and Admiral Robert Nelson, the Vice
Commandant, thank them for coming. And
in a moment I’ll recognize a couple of other
people.

The immigration issue poses real problems
and challenges and, as always, provides great
opportunities for the American people. It is
a commonplace of American life that immi-
grants have made our country great and con-
tinue to make a very important contribution
to the fabric of American life. In one of our
counties, Los Angeles County, there are
today people from 150 different national and
ethnic groups. But we also know that under
the pressures that we face today, we can’t
afford to lose control of our own borders or
to take on new financial burdens at a time
when we are not adequately providing for
the jobs, the health care, and the education

of our own people. Therefore, immigration
must be a priority for this administration.

I am pleased to announce today my inten-
tion to nominate Doris Meissner for the posi-
tion of Commissioner of the United States
Immigration and Naturalization Service. I
want to say that this nomination has the full
support of Attorney General Janet Reno, who
could not be here today because of a previous
commitment to be at the FBI Training Acad-
emy at Quantico. But she has very strongly
endorsed and supported Ms. Meissner’s
nomination.

She has an extensive background in immi-
gration affairs, bringing a unique combina-
tion of management and policy experience.
She served as Acting Commissioner and in
other senior positions in the Immigration and
Naturalization Service between 1981 and
1985. She served at the Department of Jus-
tice as Deputy Associate Attorney General
from 1977 to 1980, and in a variety of other
policy positions at the Justice Department
where she began as a White House fellow
in 1973. Since 1986, Doris Meissner has been
senior associate and director of immigration
policy project of the Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace. She’s authored nu-
merous articles on a wide variety of immigra-
tion issues and has testified before Congress
on many legislative proposals. First and fore-
most, she is committed to the effective man-
agement of the INS and the vigorous and
fair enforcement of our country’s immigra-
tion laws. Her nomination signals my efforts
to ensure that we meet the immigration chal-
lenges facing our Nation and the world.

Before I call Doris up here, I also want
to announce that I have today approved a
plan of action to combat the problem of orga-
nized crime syndicates trafficking in alien
smuggling. The plan involves the coordinated
efforts of 12 departments and agencies of the
United States Government working in co-
ordination with the White House Domestic
Policy Council and the National Security
Council. It responds to a major crime prob-
lem which has existed for almost 2 years but
to date has been dealt with only on an ad
hoc basis.

Alien smuggling is a shameful practice of
unspeakable degradation and unspeakable
exploitation. Migrants and their families must

VerDate 14-MAY-98 15:16 May 18, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00044 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P24JN4.018 INET01


